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March 13, 2025

Empire State Development
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12245

Re: Support for the Town of Oneonta’s Empire State Development Grant
To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the Town of Oneonta’s efforts to address critical infrastructure
challenges in the Woodland Water District. The district has faced significant age-related infrastructure failures, resulting in
many residents experiencing brown and sedimented drinking water. This issue has highlighted the urgent need for a
complete overhaul of the aging water supply lines to ensure the health and safety of the community.

The Town has been actively engaged with NYS Rural Water, as well as consulting with two engineering firms, to assess
the best course of action for both short- and long-term solutions. The preliminary engineering report suggests that a full
replacement of the transite supply lines is necessary, with an estimated cost of $5.5 million. This replacement would not
only ensure the provision of clean and safe drinking water for the 152 households currently served by the Woodland Water
District but also present a significant opportunity to upsize the lines. This upgrade would allow for future expansion,
including the potential to extend water service to St. James Manor and residents on Hemlock Road, many of whom have
faced quality issues with their private wells. Additionally, a petition has been signed and submitted by residents of
Hemlock Road requesting municipal water.

The Town is committed to addressing these issues and has applied for a $1 million Empire State Development grant
through Otsego County to support this project. Furthermore, the Town is working with the Senate Appropriations
Committee to amend a previously awarded $4.2 million earmark to help fund the necessary infrastructure improvements.
The successful completion of this project not only provides critical upgrades but also facilitates future housing
development, bolstering an essential element for continued growth in the area, with developers already expressing interest
in it.

Thank you for your consideration. Please reach out to my office should you have any further questions regarding my
support.

Sincerely yours

PETER OBERACKER
State Senator, 51% District
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March 18, 2025

Empire State Development
Mohawk Valley Region
207 Genesee St.

Utica, NY 13501

Dear Co-Chairs Gilroy and Terenzio,

I am writing in strong support of the Town of Oneonta’s application for a $1 million Empire State Development
County Infrastructure Grant to assist in the replacement of the aging transite supply lines in the Woodland Water
District. This critical infrastructure project will ensure the delivery of clean and safe drinking water to 152 homes
while also laying the foundation for future economic and residential growth in the area.

The current water infrastructure has experienced significant age-related failures, resulting in brown and sedimented
drinking water for residents. The Town has taken proactive steps, working with NYS Rural Water and consulting
engineering firms to determine the best course of action. Unfortunately, engineering assessments have determined
that a full replacement of the water lines is necessary, with an estimated project cost of $5.5 million. This project is
essential not only to address immediate water quality concerns but also to expand and modernize the district’s water
capacity.

By upsizing the supply lines, this project will support future development opportunities, including the potential
expansion of St. James Manor and the ability to provide municipal water to residents of Hemlock Road, who have
long faced well-related water issues. Additionally, the improved infrastructure will enhance the Town’s ability to
accommodate new housing development, an essential factor in the region’s long-term economic sustainability.

It is for these reasons that I support this application. This investment will not only resolve a significant public health
and safety concern but also create new opportunities for residential and economic growth in the Town of Oneonta.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please do not hesitate to reach out to my office should you require any
additional information.

Respectfully,

Gopsine 22 S e

Assemblymember Brian Miller
NYS Assembly District 122
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March 26, 2025

Empire State Development
625 Broadway
Albany NY 12245

To whom it may concern:

Otsego Now supports Otsego County’s application for a County Infrastructure Grant to improve the
Town of Oneonta’s Woodland Water District. This project will make necessary replacements to asbestos
cement and PVC piping in the water district, as well as extend the water district to support new housing.

Otsego County’s 2024 Housing Needs Assessment demonstrated a decrease in housing units in the
County, as well as challenges for availability, quality, and affordability of existing housing. By improving
infrastructure to better support existing housing, while also supporting the creation of new housing, this
project will help to address these needs.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

i‘;) ,
Jody Zakrevsk
Chief Executive Officer

189 Main Street, Suite 500, Oneonta, NY 13820 OtsegoNOW.com 607.267.4010
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PETITION FOR WATER EXPANSION

We the residents of Hemlock Road (AKA County Highway 58), Town of Oneonta, NY, are

respectfully requesting that the Town Board explore the possibility of an expansion of the current
Woodland Water District out to us.

We are making this request due to poor water quality and capacity and realize and understand
that there would be a cost associated with this project should it move forward. However, due to the
poor water quality and capacity that is here now, we feel that this is a necessary service to improve
our quality of life, public health, and public safety. One resident has offered to provide $30,000
upfront funds to help get this project moving forward should it take place in the next year or two to

be reimbursed as Hemlock Road residents sign on. He has spoken to our Town Supervisor in regard
to his offer.

Thank you for your consideration of this project. We hope you accept this Petition on behalf
of the residents to look into this project further.
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Petition for Water Expansion Page 2
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